
THE IDEA OF BUILDING A CAR FOR THE PEOPLE was not new, but the success 
of such models had always been limited. At least until 1946, when the Volk-
swagen factory began building the first Beetles for public consumption. 
From then on the car just ran and ran. 

Volkswagen Model Documentation begins by telling the history of Volk-
swagen after the war, how the British under Major Ivan Hirst rescued Por-
sche’s concept from the rubble, and how Heinrich Nordhoff then steered the 
company to worldwide success.

Joachim Kuch then examines in detail the genesis and history of each 
Volkswagen model, beginning with the Beetle and Cabriolet (Types 1 and 
151), through the Karmann-Ghia (Type 14), Thing (Type 181), Transporter 
(Type 2, including air- and water-cooled, Campmobile and Westfalia), Type 
3 (Notchback, Squareback, Fastback, Ghia), Type 4 (411, 412), and 914 (4- 
and 6-cylinder). Also included are separate sections detailing the important 
dates, changes, and milestones in each model’s production run.

Packed with photographs, quotes from press and test articles of the time, 
and information from internal Volkswagen documents, Volkswagen Model 
Documentation tells the comprehensive story of all the Volkswagen boxer-
engine models.
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Models Covered
• Type 1 (1945–85)

• Type 147 (1964–74)

• Type 181 (1969–78)

• Type 2 (1950–90)

• Type 3 (1961–73)

• Type 4 (1968–74)

• VW-Porsche 914-4/6
 (1969–76)
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Joachim Kuch is a noted German editor and writer. He has 
published many books, including the comprehensive vol-
ume German Cabriolets Since 1945. An enthusiastic motor-
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